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SCULPTURED
FOR

ETERNITY
Treasures of Hellenistic, Roman 

and Byzantine art from 
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STANBUL ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM
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Peter Willborg

020 7681 9770020 7431 3902



> ............. book design/the creative book company 

Book design for a publisher of high quality books. The
Creative Book Company, based in Istanbul, commissioned a
design for a book highlighting the best of the collection of
carpets in the Museum of Turkish and Islamic arts. All of their
books are produced to the highest standards of photography,
origination and print using the best papers and binders. This
large format book (335 x 435mm) book retails for $1,000 and is
bought mainly by bibliofiles and the worlds’ top libraries. This
book was produced in two volumes and then bound in silk and
boxed. The first volume illustrated the carpets and the second
contained the explanatory text. I also designed a number of
promotional items including press advertisments, order forms,
postcards and a fair stand.

1. Picture spread with gate fold,  2. Title spread,  3. Contents page,  
4. Chapter title spread,  5. Picture spread,  6. Press advert,  7. Order form.

Liz Dixon



ANATOLIAN CARPETS / PLATES

RUG WITH DESIGN OF BLUE HEXAGONAL MEDALLION West Anatolia,  x  cm, inv. no.  PLATE 



PLATE    RUG WITH DESIGN OF BLUE HEXAGONAL MEDALLION West Anatolia,  x  cm, inv. no. 

ANATOLIAN CARPETS / ANATOLIAN CARPETS WITH CENTRALIZED DESIGNS

PRICE , US DOLLARS

Please fax your order direct to the publisher on 

⁽+⁾ -  

Or e-mail on info@ertug-kocabiyik.com 
Visit our web site at
http://www.ertug-kocabiyik.com

“Such lavish emphasis on the visual has paid off in huge,
crystalline images often breathtaking in their immediacy.”

Julia W. Bailey, HALI

“A bibliophiles treasure, and a book that earns the title
of 'The Millennium Book', in form, content and price,
without any doubt.” Dr. Michael Buddeberg, Preetorius Stiftung

ANATOLIAN CARPETS
MASTERPIECES FROM

THE MUSEUM OF TURKISH AND ISLAMIC ARTS

I
.
STANBUL

Text: DR NAZAN ÖLÇER & PROF WALTER DENNY

Photography: AHMET ERTUĞ

A NEW PUBLICATION FROM ERTUĞ & KOCABIYIK 

ANATOLIAN CARPETS
MASTERPIECES FROM

THE MUSEUM OF TURKISH AND ISLAMIC ARTS

I
.
STANBUL

Text by PROF WALTER DENNY & DR NAZAN ÖLÇER

Photography by AHMET ERTUĞ

ANATOLIAN CARPETS, a two-volume limited edition of , copies, brings together a selection of Anatolian

carpets from the peerless collection of the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Arts (TI
.
EM) in I

.
stanbul. Many of these

carpets have never been published before. THEY WERE CHOSEN from among over a thousand pieces that were

individually studied and considered for inclusion by Dr Nazan Ölçer, the museum’s director; Prof Walter Denny,

a renowned specialist in Ottoman textiles, carpets, and art; and Nils Rüters, the chief restorer at the Berlin

Museum of Islamic Arts. Nearly all the carpets making up the TI
.
EM collection were brought in from the

country’s mosques and mausoleums and many of the pieces, particularly those selected for this book, date

from the 16th to 18th centuries. ALL THE CARPETS were photographed under a strict illumination standard

using a state-of-the-art large-format camera in order to faithfully reproduce the original tones. The printing was

done in Switzerland by a single master printer working under daylight conditions only. In order to achieve

absolute perfection in the printing and to reproduce the original colors at their best, only two pages were

printed at a time. THE BINDINGS, WHICH are fashioned from a special Japanese cloth, and the deluxe book-

case were done at one of the best binderies in Switzerland by specialists in the hand-binding of facsimile and

limited editions. The plates volume is large-format (. x . cms), has  pages, and is printed on 

gms Scheufelen Phoenix Imperial Ivory paper. The text volume is bound separately and contains scholarly

information as well as technical analyses of each carpet.

PRICE: 1000 US DOLLARS

A NEW PUBLICATION FROM ERTUĞ & KOCABIYIK
LAUNCHED AT THE 9TH ICOC, MILAN, 23-29 SEPTEMBER 1999

ORDER FORM

�� I wish to order __ copies of ANATOLIAN CARPETS

PLEASE FAX YOUR ORDER DIRECT TO THE PUBLISHER

ON ⁽+⁾ -  

OR E-MAIL ON info@ertug-kocabiyik.com 
OR VISIT http://www.ertug-kocabiyik.com

All orders must be prepaid in full before any books can 

be sent. 

AHMET ERTUĞ, TURNACIBAŞI SOKAK , BEYOĞLU,
I
.
STANBUL, TURKEY

NAME

ADDRESS

FAX (IF NOT AVAILABLE; TEL)

�� Please charge my �� Visa   �� Mastercard   �� Eurocard 

CARD NO. |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_

EXPIRY DATE |_|_|_|_   

SIGNATURE

Text

DR NAZAN ÖLÇER & PROF WALTER DENNY

Photography and Editorial Coordination

AHMET ERTUĞ

Published by

ERTUĞ & KOCABIYIK

BERN 1999 
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ANATOLIAN CARPETS / PLATES

SAF RUG WITH WHITE FLOWERS Uşak area,  x  cm, inv. no.  PLATE 



ANATOLIAN CARPETS / ANATOLIAN SAF CARPETS

FROM THE EARLIEST SURVIVING examples, we know that Anatolian carpets traditionally

used three different types of design layout: () overall patterns, usually geometric in

nature, but also frequently derived from curvilinear patterns in other media such as tex-

tiles; () repeating small motifs, again usually geometric, which may be derived from

the repetitive pattern of motifs often termed gül – literally “rose” or “flower”, but in

practice a sort of tribal symbol utilized by Turkic nomadic peoples in their carpet weav-

ing; and () centralized designs in which a single large motif, sometimes repeated in

larger carpets, forms the main focus of the carpet’s design. CARPETS WITH CENTRAL-

IZED DESIGNS form many of the most famous types of early Anatolian weaving. The so-

called ‘large-pattern Holbein,’ ‘Crivelli’ and ‘Bellini’ carpets, and the enormous number

of carpets with variations on medallion designs, are a very powerful indication that, from

the earliest times in Anatolian weaving history, carpets were considered not merely

as repetitive, patterned variants on small-scale designs from textiles or from repetitive

architectural decoration. Rather, many carpets were seen as unitary works of art in

which a central artistic idea predominated, and which presented the entire expanse of

the woven carpet as a single artistic composition. The variety of centralized designs in

Turkish rugs, and especially the remarkable variety of medallion forms, attest to the

long Anatolian tradition of viewing the carpet as an arena for big artistic ideas. DETAIL PLATE  

CHAPTER ONE

ANATOLIAN CARPETS WITH 

CENTRALIZED DESIGNS


